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CLE". Ah I my love . . .

AUG. No, no; we have heard enough. Your operetta
sets a very bad example. The shepherd Tircis is
an impertinent fellow, and the shepherdess Philis
an impudent minx, to talk like this in the presence
of her father. Show me the score. Come,, come,
where are the words you have sung? There is
nothing but music here.

CiA Are you not aware. Monsieur, that a method
has recently been invented whereby the words and
the notes are expressed by the same signs ?

ARG. Very good. Permit me, Monsieur, to wish you
good-bye. We could very well have dispensed with
your silly operetta.

CiA I hoped to amuse you.

ARG. Tomfooleries never amuse. Ah ! here is my
wife.

SCENE VI

B&LINE, ARGAN, TOINETTE, Anc^LiQUE, MONSIEUR
DIAFOIRUS, THOMAS DIAFOIRUS

ARG. Darling, this is the son of Monsieur Diafoirus.

THO. DIA. (begins a compliment that he Had prepared be-
forehand, but his memorv fails him and he is unable to
continue it). Madam, Heaven has with justice con-
ferred upon you the title of step-mother, for in
your face is to be seen . . .

BEL. Monsieur, I am enchanted to have arrived in
time to have the honour of seeing you.

THO. DIA. For in your face is to be seen . . . for in
your face is to be seen . . . Madam, you have
interrupted me in the middle of my period, and it
has confused my memory,

M. DIA. Thomas, reserve that until another time.

ARG. I wish, my dear, you had come in sooner.